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Mia Llauder is a potter of  bright imagination. Her 
work is primarily focused on creating a wide range 
of unique small pieces of porcelain: an alphabet 

of her own. Like a bead meditation, she works meticulously 
with these small abstract shapes, one after the other as if there 
would be nothing else: the tiny coil, the spiral, the round oval, 

a stick, a circle…. As if in her mind there would only be that 
particular bit of porcelain, white or sometimes black, with a 
touch of black stoneware, and a final touch of red or gold lus-
ter on the tips. Single-fired. And repeating that over and over, 
with the same care.

But that small piece is just a seed, which will become part of 

MIA LLAUDER
Weaving ceramics
Dancing shadows of weaved porcelain structures, ethereal 
and untouchable. A rare specimen of ceramic sculptures.

CATERINA ROMA
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a large structure, a true ceramic sculpture. An alphabet that creates a powerful language 
to express the most subtle concepts, just by sewing, joining, attaching with string, cloth-
ing, plastic and fibers with a logic but playful look. 

Her family had a household linen company, so she grew up among colorful thread 
and ribbons reels, buttons of hundreds of shapes, crochet work… toys she grew to 

transform in a unique cosmology, 
and translated it in an artistic ap-
proach. 

Llauder’s work is light and flex-
ible, rare characteristics in the ce-
ramic field. She works against the 
rigidity of the material, and search-
es its movement instead. The artist 
changes the cold, hard, inert, dens 
nature of porcelain and transforms 
it in its opposite. Thus, each of 
these seeds can be part of the most 
diverse structures, creations and 
meanings. She is after the maxi-
mum expression using the most ba-
sic forms, and the minimum elabo-
ration, creating the magic with the 
simple and banal. A minimalist es-
sence for a maximum expression.

In her studio reigns cleanliness, 
tidiness, with lots of little draw-
ers, like jewelry boxes, that contain 
her small pieces in order, so she 
can construct a new tale anytime. 
Ephemeral art that depends on the 
space around. A pristine mind, grid-
ded artistic approach, which works 
together with intuition to build spi-
derweb-like ceramic pieces.

Her new creations are more and 
more subtle and sophisticated. A 
world of logic, of rational, modular 
structures, as neural nets, like small 
societies that works in perfect bal-
ance. The strongest message these 
pieces suggest is that life is not 
about things, but about the link 
between things, about the space 
around and between the modules, 
whether people, objects, places…

Mia Llauder takes in account not 
only the pieces, but the void they 
create, the shadow, the negative, 
the reflection in the space and spir-
it. It’s not so much about the mate-
rial aspect, but about suggestion. 
Each piece is created conceiving 
the space, the volume the piece will 
take up. And building on that void, 
the structure emerges, just like a 
spider works.

Is as if Llauder would have cre-
ated a structuralism artistic branch, 
which didn’t really take place at its 
time, but a discipline Levy-Strauss 
would for sure have approved: the 
abstract structures are deeply telling 
of what’s behind human relations, 
cultural structures, languages, so-
cieties, musical arrangements. The 
element loses its importance: the 

Mia Llauder (1962) studied ceramic and ap-
plied arts in La Massana and La Llotja, both 
in Barcelona, during the 80’. She has worked 
as a ceramic master for many years, teaching 
both adults and children in her school Ixió, 
run together with the also potter Joan Serra. 
They also have a collection of large thrown, 
non-functional pieces, made of stoneware 
and porcelain, that sell in seasonal fairs 
around Europe.
 Member of the International Academy of 
Ceramics, she has exhibited her work exten-
sively since 1988, both in Spain and around 
the globe.
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structure, the relations is what mat-
ters. It awakes the spirit of essence, 
the skeleton of things.

A clear example of this, a bit 
more explicit from her side, is the 
collection of “Portraits”, recently 
exhibited, where she represents 
her own personal look about rela-
tionships with people around her: 
friends, family, colleagues… they 
are there, but each one of them is 
also the archetype, the representa-
tion of roles and relationships. Each 
sculpture has a name, it refers to 
somebody, but also the peculiar role 
it has created with the artist. 

Nevertheless, as she herself ex-
plains, Mia Llauder works guided 
by intuition, and any explanation of 
meaning it appears only later, when 
the work is already there, when cre-
ation has already taken place. Her 
goal is mostly aesthetical, contem-
plative, not narrative or vindictive. 
What she means to say is just there, 
in front of your very eyes. Is the lan-
guage she has chosen to touch you, 
to tell you, to move you.  And it’s 
the viewer task to take conclusions. 
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is Ceramist and graduated in Literary 
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She lives in Barcelona, Spain.
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